
Christmas Newsletter 2017  
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Celebrate Christmas Eve at Wild Rose 

 

10 am - Final Week of Advent Worship Service 

 

7 pm - Family Christmas Eve Service 

 

10 pm - Candlelight/Communion Christmas Eve 

Service 



Staff Report, November-December 2017 

The prophet Jeremiah felt the call of God so deeply within his heart and bones that he could not remain silent. As a 
staff, we have been feeling the same excitement about a positive message that encourages us to become whole, 
healed, and well. We invite you to consider these words and see how they might apply to your own lives: 
 

Sometimes I tell myself 
not to think about you, Lord, 
or even mention your name. 
But your message burns 
in my heart and bones, 
and I cannot keep silent (Jeremiah 20:9 Contemporary English Version (CEV). 

That same fire has come into us all as we labour with joy to bring Good News and hope to the world.  
 
We hope that you have been noticing the new programs and initiatives around here, as we explore what it might mean 
to become a “Wellness Hub” in Crescent Heights. While we of course wish to maintain and strengthen ourselves as a 
worshiping community, with our sacred space at the heart of our shared lives, we also believe that it is necessary to 
develop a long-term strategy that will help us develop new ways of “being church” in the 21st century. To this end, our 
goal is to become so integrated, so relevant, to our local community that we are looked on as being a necessary and 
active participant in our local community, rather than being seen as a separate enclave devoted to Sunday-only wor-
ship. We do hope that congregants will ask questions, and talk with staff and with each other, as we explore these new 
ways of being church together. Specific staff notes follow.  
 
Youth Ministry 
We are pleased to welcome as a new staff member Traci Hubbard, who brings a wide range of experience in ministry to 
her role as youth minister. She also brings to us a welcome sense of humour and tell-it-like-it-is Texan straight-talking. 
We welcome Traci and hope that she enjoys her time with us. We note that Traci has recently undergone surgery on her 
hand and we wish her a speedy recovery. Traci can be reached at Traci@wildroseunited.ca  
 
Administration 
Jane has overseen the development of a new Worship bulletin and communication card and examined the administra-
tive aspects of all of our policies and procedures. We are in better shape because of her careful skills. She continues to 
serve as the main point of connection between the church and our many community users and renters, which since the 
last newsletter include two more: Ballet Classique Methusela  (in the former youth room), and an Iyengar yoga pro-
gram. Jane’s latest initiative has been to introduce composting and recycling into the church. Please read carefully the 
instructions regarding what goes where, which will ensure that we are behaving as good stewards to the environment.  

Worship and Pastoral Care 
While sharing these roles with other staff, Geoffrey assumes overall responsibility for these specific aspects of our com-
munity life. He is particularly pleased to be working with so many talented team members. His main goals at present 
are to prepare a meaningful series of worship experiences for Advent and Christmas. He is also preparing to submit an 
application for a three-month sabbatical leave (a normal and expected part of United Church ministry after five years of 
continuous service), which would take place in the spring of 2018, starting in May.  
 
Spiritual Health 
Barbara has been very busy in planning and leading the “Wonderful Wellness Wednesday” programs. We have been 
particularly pleased to see many newcomers, as well as regular attenders, come out to these programs. She also was 
instrumental in preparing the grant that was submitted to the EDGE Foundation of the United Church, which, if success-
ful, would see us move to Phase 2 of our Wellness Hub initiative. (Copies of this grant application are available in the 
office.) 
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Staff Report Continued… 
Ordination Intern 
Since his arrival in August, our ordination intern, Ken Whiting, has become involved in every aspect of our commu-
nity life. He has preached, led children’s time, led worship at our seniors’ residences, attended the Celebrate Life 
Recovery services on Saturday, led prayers, attended all of the Wednesday lectures and programs, etc., etc.!  He 
has even taken time for some interfaith visiting. Is there anything he hasn’t done? We are grateful to Ken for his 
open spirit, his warmth, and his energies. Ken will continue with us until April 2018, when, we hope and pray, he 
will find a church suited to his talents, which will allow him to be ordained. It’s a challenging time for Ken as he 
combines so much giving of his energies with all the necessary paperwork and interviews associated with the final 
stages of his training for ministry. Please offer some words of encouragement when you see Ken, and a warm Wild 
Rose hug.  
 
Celebrate Life Recovery 
This Saturday night program, let by our own associate minister, Pastor Wayne Lewry, has now found a solid footing 
here at Wild Rose. Pastor Wayne’s leadership, combined with the musical gifts of Marie Bridge, have opened 
doors to a whole new group of folks who need to hear encouraging words. Wayne has a support team that has 
begun to explore what new technologies would help him deliver the encouraging words that people need to hear 
in order to “Celebrate Life Recovery.” We continue to encourage people to come out and experience this worship 
experience themselves. It’s an uplifting and positive experience. Wayne has also been active in the main service. 
He and his wife Marilyn are spending two weeks at the Betty Ford Centre, a place they find renewing and strength-
ening for ministry.  
 
Recovery Ministry 
As mentioned in the last newsletter, Wayne’s son, David Lewry (david@davidlewry.com ), is a professional social 
worker with a special focus on recovery ministry. Along with Wayne, David is active in the Saturday night service. 
The Official Board of Wild Rose has invited David to serve as our Director of Recovery Ministry, which is an entirely 
new role here at the church. David has become active in one-on-one counseling sessions, and also frequently 
leads group and couples’ retreats here at the church. David is happy to see people to discuss how recovery can be 
achieved in their lives. We are grateful to David for his excellent one-on-one skills, and for being willing to meet 
with people who are in crisis.  
 
Students 
Finally, as mentioned in our last newsletter, we are pleased to welcome back among us Mona Smart, who is study-
ing in the diaconal program of the Centre for Christian Studies . (Diaconal ministry is a separate and equal path to 
ministry in the United Church. Debbie Stockdale and Carolynne Bouey-Shank, to name but two well-known people 
around here, are diaconal ministers.) Mona will be focusing on the “Bread, not Stones” anti-poverty initiative. 
Welcome back, Mona! 

Wellness Hub and Partners: Update 

Steps towards establishing a Wellness Hub at Wild Rose have been ongoing for some months. We can report that 
things are going smoothly and well. As noted in our last newsletter, Wild Rose is seeking to develop a new identity 
while partnering with community members who specialize in wellness. We are doing this to enhance and strength-
en our sacred space (church and its worship heart) with new revenue streams that will also increase our profile in 
the community.  
Our partnership with the Primary Care Network (PCN), (a one-year pilot project), has seen a number of communi-
ty members, as well as our congregation members, come to consult with the PCN’s Community Support Worker 
and Dietitian. Anyone can make appointments to see these PCN staff. There is no charge. For more information 
visit https://cfpcn.ca/  
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 Spiritual Health Update 

 One-on-one spiritual health is growing so that now we have 25 people who have engaged in one-on-one nurturing 

both on a continuous basis and also coming in for a tune up as things arise in their lives. It is significant that 

Barbara offers accompaniment for other ministers and spiritual directors in the Calgary community as well. 

Barbara gives thanks to David and Wayne Lewry for their assistance with providing spiritual health for those recov-

ering from addiction. All of the funds for this service have gone into the Spiritual Health fund. The fund has had a 

significant one-time donation and the EDGE Innovation Grant as well as fees for service from Spiritual Direction. 

Wendy LaSalle oversees finances for the Spiritual Health Fund. Our spiritual health initiative is an attempt to do 

church differently and to reach out to the North West community to provide events and witness to the needs of the 

community. Our gatherings have had between 17-45 people attending with about half of those outside of the con-

gregation. 

Barbara has not done this alone. The Edge Foundation has been a major financial contributor. The grant proposals 

have been edited and revised by Barbara Green. Spiritual Health has collaborated with Right Relations in particular 

Janice Clark, Jean Blackstock, Heather Morigeau and the wider United Church community in Calgary. The Lunch and 

Learn series gives thanks to the speakers to date:  Dr. Don Smith; Dr. R. Douglas Francis;  

Rev. Dr. Bill Phipps; Elder Roy Bear Chief; Rev. Danah Cox; Rev. Tim Nethercott; Rev. Gary Gerber. We need to thank 

the panel of healing practitioners many of whom have rented space in the church. In addition we give thanks to our 

Awakening Series speakers: Marilyn Shingoose; Lyall Gardiner; Rev Carolyn Herold;  

Major Bob Herold, Rev. Dr. Jane Rowland, Dr. Paul Wishart as well as Marnie Gazankas of the Primary Care Net-

work. A special note of appreciations goes out to Vivian and Neal Whiting, Shirley Costley and Joan Myles, Jessie 

Paterson and Marla Libke who have helped with the Lunch and the Communi-teas and David Augustine who helped 

with set up. Kim Holmes-Younger and her communications people Kathy Tumack and Marian Jerred are key to the 

publicity for all of our events. Barbara gives thanks for Noemi Flores, Jack Hill, Renzo Phellan and all who have 

helped to pickup and wrap bread for the community. Thanks also to Herb Paul, Don McIntosh and Bill Atkens for 

their technical skills. Finally thanks needs to go out to Jane Wittstock, Teresa Trimble, Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Simmins 

and to Ken Whiting for their personal support to the project and for their willingness to provide assistance when 

pieces fell through the cracks. The collaboration of this team of people has made the fall series successful. The 

whole is much greater than the sum of its parts.  

Thanks for your synergy and for believing in the concept of the Wellness Hub. 

The Wild Bunch Annual Christmas Turkey Dinner  

Saturday December 2 6:00 pm. As always the dinner is held downstairs in Centenni-

al Hall.  Please remember to bring your own knife, fork, spoon, dinner and dessert 

plates. We have some wonderful entertainment planned!  All adults aged 18 plus 

are welcome. It does not matter if you are single or a couple. 

Please RSVP to David Augustine at: jetwithdavid@gmail.com with the following 

information 

1. How many are coming 

2. What food item you will bring 

3. Which volunteer opportunity you would like to enjoy.  

This is a potluck, but remember to bring enough of your food item for 15 people as we tend to eat rather well at this din-

ner!!  There are no other costs, however, if you would like to support our charity that would be a generous way to get into 

the true Christmas spirit. 

mailto:jetwithdavid@gmail.com


Barbara Grant Executive Summary 

The information in this report is a summary of a very detailed grant application written for funding for the Wellness Hub. Please 

contact Barbara Grant for further information on any of the included information Barbara@wildroseunited.ca .  

Financial 

 The potential financial impact of these initiatives for Wild Rose United will be through free-will donations and a fee-for-service. In 

this way, no one is charged if there is financial hardship. We will eventually charge a membership fee to our Associates that will 

make their Huddle meeting self-sustaining. The refurbishing of spaces will need to come through individual donations and or bonds 

from congregants and community participants. For-profit practitioners will charge fair market value for their services. Both Cele-

bration of Life Recovery and Spiritual Health generate their own income and help the church with additional costs such as cleaning, 

audio-visual and maintenance. We are using Eventbrite to secure tickets for workshops and weekend events so that we honour the 

professionals who contribute their time and energy to programming. A number of tickets will be made available for those who can-

not afford to pay an entry fee and our Love offering will be available to congregational members. 

Ecological 

We provide a garden and play space for the community and abide by the green requirements of Calgary. During the month of Janu-

ary we will develop the theme of ecological wellness that includes personal spaces as well as public spaces. One of our congregants 

(a metis woman), has an idea she is exploring for a social enterprise to employ marginalized in the community through the creation 

of a native medicine garden.  We are exploring with the Primary Care Network the creation of a community kitchen. We are mind-

ful that we live in a green community. We are concerned about the relationship between all humans and their environment. We 

seek to be stewards of the environment.  

Spiritual 

We provide both Spiritual Health and Spiritual Direction through our Spiritual Health Practitioner (Chaplain), Barbara Grant. The 

suggested donation is your own hourly wage. No one seeking service is turned away. We are open to accompanying people from all 

faith traditions. Spiritual Health provides one-on-one spiritual nurturing to referrals from PCN, Crescent Heights High School, and 

congregation as well as from the United Church community. Presently, we provide spiritual health to 25 active participants.  

Our Celebrate Life Recovery Program provides 12-Step Recovery for the whole of the Calgary Community. In addition the program 

leader, retired UCC minister Wayne Lewry, has a lifetime of experience leading these inspirational services and providing addiction 

recovery and grief counselling to families; regrettably with the opioid crisis hitting Calgary’s inner city his work is expanding. David 

Lewry is a social worker and he provides a program of Pathways to Recovery. There is a Saturday evening service at 5:00 pm that 

includes a band and vocalist.  

These ministries are self-sustaining and do not draw on reserved funds. They are open to people from all faith traditions. 

Is this a good fit with our current mission?  

Mission Statement: 

“Like Jesus we seek to live our lives as a part of a vibrant faith community, worship God, growing spiritually, embracing all  

people, ministering in love and offering hope while working for peace and justice in our world.” 

If we truly embrace this mission, then we are also open to ideas of social entrepreneurship and to the possibilities presented to the 

Church in a growing secular world. We trust that we are doing God’s work when we enter into relationships with all people and 

with the community around us. We seek an abundant life of wellness for all regardless of race, gender, religion or creed. We offer 

abundant life in the tradition of our church history as social gospellers and advocates of social justice. We seek always the right use 

of power and discernment to take the next right action. 

If you are interested in reading the grant proposal in full form, copies are available in the main office of WRUC. 



Celebrate Life Recovery Services 

Join us every Saturday at 5pm for the Celebrate Life Recovery Service. The second Saturday of each month will have a 

soup and sandwich fellowship following the service. The last Saturday of each month is our birthday celebration service 

and we will have cupcakes and treats to celebrate recovery and life!  

Please join us for a very special service, Saturday December 16 at 5:00pm at Wild Rose United Church as we will be hosting 

a potluck at 6pm! We will have turkey, ham and fixings. Feel free to bring something if you are able. All are welcome!  

Message from the Board Chair: Sowing Seeds and Weaving Dreams 

It is that time of year when the days are getting shorter and nights are growing colder. We instinctively want to cocoon 

and snuggle up at home. During that wonderful, warm, winter slumber, our thoughts drift into dreams... 

At the church we are growing and changing, as all healthy things do. Our growth needs to be directed and that is when our 

dreaming can sow the seeds of next year’s growth. We are at such an exciting time:  our church has been on the receiving 

end of a wealth of truly gifted ministers at various stages in their own careers, ministers who are willing to share their 

dreams and their experience with us and reach out to the community around us in increasingly relevant ways. 

We continue to appreciate our senior minister and way finder, Geoffrey Simmins, and Geoffrey in turn is mentoring  

Barbara Grant as she completes her chaplaincy in Spiritual Care and Ken Whiting as he completes his ministry internship. 

We have very recently welcomed Traci Hubbard, whose distinctive voice and energy are already heard and felt in the 

youth program. And at a time when our city is reeling from the effects of a growing opioid problem, Pastor Wayne Lewry 

has turned retirement into a whole new ministry for us at Wild Rose, in the Celebrate Life Recovery Services being held at 

Wild Rose at 5 pm on Saturdays. Not only did Wayne bring all his compassion, skill, and experience into our community, he 

also brought his son David, who is already at work counseling people in recovery, as well as his partner Heather who is 

enriching our growth with the Outreach Team, in exploring Right Relations with indigenous people and leading the Christ-

mas gift hampers project. The generous hearts and unique arrangements made in bringing these people and their minis-

tries to Wild Rose, has helped us in a multitude of ways, including generous donations brought in by their efforts.  

With all that potential, all those amazing seeds in our hands, where do we go from here? How do we perfect this great 

fortune with which we have been so blessed? We want to weave your dreams into our vision of the future, and there is a 

great practical opportunity for you to share them:  a new Joint Needs Assessment Committee (JNAC). 

The need for a new JNAC was triggered by the departure of our Family Minister, Pat Shier. It is an obligation, but it is also 

an opportunity to participate in planning a new vision for the future. If you are interested in being a part of this exciting 

process, please contact any of the board members or ministry staff. Alternatively, call the church office at (403) 277-5576, 

or email me at doradilullo@gmail.com. 

We would also be pleased to hear from you if you would like to take on a different role and be a part of another team or 

project– you are most welcome and needed! By being a part of one of our teams or taking part in a project, you help to 

build our church community where you are loved, and you belong. Please help us to harness your dreams and make them 

our reality.  

Dora Di Lullo-Patten 

mailto:doradilullo@gmail.com


Outreach Committee Update 

Outreach continues to be very busy. Many of our congregation have volunteered their time to support our refugee fam-

ily in a wide variety of ways: we continue to provide monthly breakfast bags to Crescent Heights School students; we 

continue to support our refugee family; the Lydia Quilters are busy creating quilts for fundraising for SAS; the Sunday 

Pre-Service coffee hosts have decided to offer hot chocolate to the children as well as continuing with our coffee and 

tea service; the Affirm Ministry petal group has a new chair; Right relations has joined the Outreach team as a petal 

group and we will also be exploring poverty and social justice.  

Prairie Rose Syrian Refugee Project  

It is hard to believe that it has been almost a year since our sponsorship family arrived at YYC on the cold December first 

afternoon. The Mohammad family continues to do well. Our official sponsorship ends on December 1, 2017 but we have 

indicated to the family that we would like to continue to support them in any means possible. 

Zohir is very happy to be going to school full time where he is doing well. Dalal is also doing well at 

school. The exciting news is that Dalal is expecting their third child in January. We are planning a 

baby shower for her after the baby comes. Details to follow. Dalal continues to be tutored. If any-

one is interested in tutoring, please contact Dora at doradilullo@gmail.com. The children Omar 

and Marah are in school and their learning is also coming along well. They too continue to be tu-

tored. A special thank you to our anonymous donor for the winter tires for their van. In the end, 

our family continues to learn about Calgary and Canadian life through a variety of activities and 

they are forming friendships through their schools, activities and the mosque as well as growing their friendship with indi-

viduals within our group. A big thank you to all who have helped with all their volunteering and continue to do so.  

Affirm Ministry  

Exciting news from the Affirm Ministry petal group, we have a new chair for 

the group. Lewis Shaw has agreed to take on the position, and he has many 

super ideas that we hope to implement in the new year. Also, on   

September 3 Wild Rose United Church walked with pride in the parade to 

show support for our affirm ministry. We walked with other United Church 

groups and a super time was had by all. All are welcome to join us next year 

when we will have a WRUC banner advertising our group.  

Crescent Heights High School 

The need for monthly breakfast bags continues to grow. We are now making more than 200 bags 

per month. In addition, we are offering microwavable meals to the Crescent Heights Indigenous 

students. Outreach requested a donation of $1,000 be donated by the Wild Rose United Church 

Foundation for bus passes and other miscellaneous items for students in need. This money was 

given to Cory Hall, the Crescent Heights High School representative. Any donation made to the 

breakfast bag program is most welcome. 
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Hello from Right Relations 

 

Right Relations has been a surprisingly active group at Wild Rose. We have had an average of 15  
people out to our meetings and those who attend are enthusiastic and full of great ideas. We have 
seen two great evening programs in October with the Movie “We Were Children” and discussion with  
Marilyn Shingoose and an evening with Lyall Gardiner a lawyer that went from Prosecutor to defender 
of aboriginal people and later serving as adjudicator for Residential School Survivors. Three afternoon 
sessions included discussion of John A McDonald and his role in residential schools, the role of the 
United Church and Truth and Reconciliation with Reverend Bill Phipps and a discussion about Where 
to Go From Here with Elder Roy Bearchief. This does not include the programs attended at other 
churches such as the Blanket Exercise at St Thomas, a Talking Stick Ceremony at Scarboro or other 
events such as an Art Show at the Nickle Art Gallery of Dr. Joanne Cardinal Schubert until December. 
 

Janice Clark will be attending meetings at Hillhurst United Church on behalf of Wild Rose for Right Relations and in the 
New Year we will hopefully be joining forces with Woodcliff United, Robert McClure, St Thomas and Hillhurst in Right 
Relations projects so stay tuned for info from those discussions. Jessie Paterson will be Speaking November 12 about 
her experience this Summer. She spent some time with Indigenous people on the West Coast with the Red Fish School 
of Change. We hope you enjoy this and if anyone is interested in joining the Right Relations committee you are  
welcome to join us the last Wednesday of the Month at 7 at the Church.  
Jean Blackstock:  Co-chair Right Relations Committee  

Calgary Foothills Primary Care Network Update 
 
The Calgary Foothills Primary Care Network now has a registered 
dietitian and community social worker accessible at Wild Rose Unit-
ed Church as part of our new initiative to improve community access 
to health care services. 
What is the Calgary Foothills Primary Care Network? An organiza-

tion working with health care professionals and a group of more 

than 450 family doctors to develop programs and services that meet the health care needs of people living in NW Cal-

gary.  

Registered Dietitian group workshops and one-on-one appointments available for help with:  

• Accessing practical nutrition advice related to various health conditions such as; diabetes, heart health and 
kidney conditions. 

• Managing digestive issues, celiac disease and food allergies 

• Support during and after pregnancy 

• Healthy eating and nutrition for all ages. 
 

Community Social Worker one-on-one appointments available for help with: 

• Access to benefits, financial resources 

• Disability support 

• Community resources and advocacy 

• Family support 

• Housing and transportation 

• Older adult and caregiver support 

• Mental health resources 

• Support for newcomers or immigrants 
There are two ways to request an appointment: 

• Self-refer by calling the program coordinator at 1-855-79-CFPCN (23726) 

• Ask your family doctor if a referral is right for you 



 

Choir Update 

This winter, Wild Rose is welcoming you to four different family events designed to warm your heart and feed 

your soul.  Don’t miss out – mark your calendars now and be sure to come out!  Free will offering collected to 

support Wild Rose initiatives. All events take place in the Sanctuary. 

Wild Rose Family Christmas Concert  

Sunday December 3rd - 7:00pm 

Come and hear your favorite Christmas music, sing a carol, listen to a new Christmas story. Nursery available. 

Seasonal refreshments will be served.  

 

Community Family Christmas Singalong  

Wednesday December 20th - 7:00pm 

We welcome our neighbors, friends and members to a carol sing. Sing your favorite carols!  Nursery available. 

Seasonal refreshments will be served. 

 

Special Worship Service  

Sunday January 28th - 7:00pm 

We will be hosting a special evening worship service featuring your favorite hymns. Let Carle Duguid know 

the hymns you want to sing so they are included!   

 

Blow Away the Winter Blahs 

Sunday, February 25th - 7:00pm 

We’re repeating our successful “Blow Away the Winter Blahs” evening with entertainment and Limericks. 

Start crafting your Limericks now, and plan to come out for a great fun evening!  Refreshments will be served.  

 

For more information on any of these events contact Carle  

Starting in early November we will be studying Advent and Christmas 
leading up to the Birth of Jesus in December. The lessons will be varied 
from art to science as we unravel the mystery and wonder of this special 
time of year. Our Christmas play will be held on December 3 and will 
be a no practice play based on the Nativity story.  

News from The Zone 

Family Craft Party 
December 10, following service, come and join us for a pot-luck lunch 
followed by crafts and community! Children are invited to make a 
stained glass ornament at no cost; adults may wish to pay $25 to create 
a beautiful keepsake. Please register to ensure we have enough sup-
plies. Email: caryn@wildroseunited.ca 
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Youth and Young Adult ministry 

Beginnings 

I want to begin by thanking Geoffrey and our Ministry Team and Congregation for welcoming this TEXAN who is also a 
Canadian Citizen. I have experienced nothing but warmth and encouragement as I offer my gifts to you. Wild Rose already 
feels like home for this yellow rose of Texas and I am truly grateful. For those of you who might not think I am a rose, car-
nations are aromatic, just sayin’. 

I have had several one-on-ones with youth and young adults and these conversations have been sacred and will remain 
so. To be trusted with a personal story is a high calling. I am and desire to show that I am a safe place for your children as 
they journey.  

The youth and young adults and I agree on four points: 

• We are all spiritual beings experiencing a physical journey and we were created for connection with God, our-
selves, others and creation. This requires intentional awareness, balance and daily practice. 

• We need time to get to know one another and connect and in some cases, reconnect and heal. 

• In our meetings, events and retreats together, we desire to practice Faith, Fun, Friendship and Food (aka pizza).  

• Our vision and mission is to: Connect-Grow-Serve. 

Continuings 

So, our first offering of our time, treasures and talents is the Wild Rose Cookie Walk on December 9th We hope to raise 
monies for retreats and youth in need inside of our walls. Your children want and need to matter at home, church and 
school and having a leadership role for a fundraiser hopefully we will plant a  seed in their hearts. It is OUR responsibility 
to water and shed light on these seeds.  

The youth have taken a leadership role in educating our congregation about being responsible as a family of faith for our 
environment. If Curious George can recycle and reuse, well, we can too! 

The youth and a few young adults will be heading with me to Lac des Arcs February 2nd and 3rd to dive deeply into Faith, 
Fun, Friendship and Food as we explore Progressive Christianity with young and vital modern-day theologians via 20-
minute video sessions and then break out into asking questions and then committing to live into our answers. 

On the third Friday of every month we will continue to join Calgary’s Regional Ministry in attending Naked Faith and wid-
ening our connections. The youth from 7th grade up will continue to be present for the entire worship service. Statistics 
show that youth who grow up with their family and peers during services return to church after University and Marriage 
as they model the importance of belonging to a Community of Christ to their children. I will meet with the youth three 
Sundays a month after the service to enjoy our brown-bag lunches and engage in diving into the sermon and doing induc-
tive study of the scripture. This model encourages the youth to come to the services and frees up family and social time 
on the weekend. 

The youth will begin to have a steady presence in the Worship Services by way of leading a Family Time, reading scripture, 
reading prayers, singing, leading an entire service and presenting sketches to support the Worship Theme.  

As you might suspect, social media venues play a significant and important role in my communications with the youth, 
however, the one-on-ones are the game changing moments where stories are shared and pastoral care is provided, so 
please continue to support the youth with your attention, intention and deep hearts and pockets. Rarely do individuals 
lose their way when multiple generations care about learning the context in which younger generations  live while they 
engage in meaningful conversation, support and follow-up with them. All ages matter to our youth and all ages make a 
difference. “Great hearts plant trees whose shade they may never see this side of eternity”. Eternity is now so I invite all 
of you to be a part of love’s unfolding. 

Becomings 

“Let the little children come to me”…YES, YES YES! And when we all dare to recognize ourselves as children of God, travel-
ing together, learning, loving and growing, well my friends, as they say in Texas…WE CAN GROW AND LOVE BIG BEFORE 

WE GO BACK HOME TO OUR BIG BEGINNING. In other words, we can BE and DO love without ego or reser-
vation right now, right where we are for now is always the right time to love and make a difference. 


